
Bite Size Bible Study 
Good and Bad #144 By Pastor Lee 

 
I get a weekly email from Jeff A. Benner of the Ancient 
Hebrew Research Center. The one that came this week 
intrigued me a lot, because it sends a clear message for 
us in the western culture not to assume every other 
culture see things the way we do. {I am going to quote 
him liberally with only a few comments of my own, 
mostly at the end.}  
 

"I [God] form the light and create darkness, I make 
peace (shalom) and I create evil (ra), I am the LORD 
who does all of these" (Isaiah 45:7)  

 
Very few in our Western synagogues and churches 
would include this passage in weekly sermon, because 
as our Western mind sees these two forces as opposing 
opposites. Light = good – Darkness = Bad 
 
However, the Eastern mind sees them both as equals 
and necessary for perfect balance. In the Western mind, 
God is only good and therefore unable to create evil. 
The Eastern mind sees God as a perfect balance of all 
things including good (tov in Hebrew, Strong's #2896) 
and evil (ra in Hebrew, Strong's #7451). 
 
It should be noted that the English word "evil" has no 
Ancient Hebrew equivalent, while most English 
translations will use the word "evil," it is usually the 
Hebrew word ra, which is also often translated as "bad."  
 
In the Ancient Hebrew mind there is no such thing as an 
"evil" person or thing. To understand the words "good" 
and "bad" from a more Hebraic understanding, these 
words should be understood as "functional" and 
"dysfunctional". God is both functional (such as seen in 
the Creation story of Genesis one) as well as 
dysfunctional (such as seen with the destruction of the 
Noachian flood). 
 
Our western mind classifies all things in two categories, 
either it is "good" or it is "bad". One is to be sought, 
cherished and protected; the other is to be rejected, 
spurned and discarded. 
 
Let us take light and darkness as an example. We see 
light as good and darkness as bad. The idea of light 
brings to mind such things as God, truth and love. 
Darkness on the other hand invokes Satan, lies and 
hate. To the Orientals, including the Hebrews, both are 
equally necessary, as one cannot exist without the other. 
In the Bible God is seen as a God of light as well as 
darkness  
 

"And the people stood at a distance and Moses 
approached the heavy darkness where God was." 
(Exodus 20:21).  

If you stare at the sun, which is pure light, what 
happens? You become blind. If you are standing in a 
sealed room with no light, what happens? You are again 
blind. Therefore, both light and darkness are bad and 
yet, both are good. In order to see we must block out 
some of the light as well as some of the darkness. 
 
The two poles of a magnet are north and south. These 
two poles create balance, they are not morally good or 
bad, but necessary ingredients of physics that 
compliment each other. Good and bad are more like the 
north and south poles of a magnet than our Western 
conception of good and bad. 
 
Can good exist without the bad? Absolutely not! How 
could you judge something to be good if you cannot 
compare it to something bad? The same is true for all 
other concepts. Cold cannot exist without heat, or short 
without tall, far without near, or large without small. Our 
western mind usually ignores these extremes and seeks 
to always find the "good" or the "bad".  
 
The Eastern mind is continually seeking both the "good" 
and the "bad" in order to find the balance between the 
two. Even Solomon recognized this when he said "Do 
not be overly righteous" (Ecclesiastes 7:16). 
 
Throughout the scriptures this search for balance is 
found, yet ignored by Westerners who do not understand 
the significance of balance. 
 
(Lee) If we think of good and bad as a balance it often 
helps to substitute the words functional and 
dysfunctional. The story in Genesis one can be 
understood as giving function to all of the parts of each 
day. They were made functional to provide a habitat for 
humankind.  When He finished on the sixth day He said 
it is very functional, meaning everything was functioning 
properly to serve His children.   
 
However, there were times when He made them 
dysfunctional for a reason. In the times of Noah, the 
people had become dysfunctional and were doing things 
that were not to societies benefit. He made the land 
dysfunctional – not out of spite or anger but to set the 
stage for creating the proper function in the future.   
 
In our western way of thinking, Eden was good; and the 
Noachian Flood was bad. But we need to begin thinking 
it the framework of balance.  
 

Function            Dysfunction 
      ∆ 
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